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circular letter which by the way is badly printed and contains
mistakes which are hardly pardonable for a students' society:
" The organizers of this Conference are endeavouring their utmost
to make this Conference as interesting and instructive as possible.
........................We intend organizing a series of educational
discourses and we request you to give us the benefit.................
The problem of female education here in Sindh deserves a special
consideration...........We are not blind to the other necessities of
students. Sports competitions are being organized and along with elocu-
tion competitions they will, it is hoped, make the Conference more
interesting. Nor have we eliminated drama and music from our pro-
gramme...........Pieces in Urdu and English will also be staged."
I have not omitted a single operative sentence that would
give one an idea of what the Conference was expected to do,
and yet one fails to find a single reference to things of permanent
interest to the student world. I have no doubt that the drama-
tic and musical and gymnastic performances were all provided
on a " grand scale ". I take the phrase in inverted commas from
the circular. I have no doubt also that the Conference had
attractive papers on female education. But so far as the circular
is concerned, there is no mention of the disgraceful deti leti
(dowry) practices, from which the students have not freed
themselves and which in many respects make the lives of Sindhi
girls a hell upon earth and of parents of daughters a torture.
There is nothing in the circular to show, that the Conference
intended to tackle the question of the morals of the students.
Nor is there anything to show, that the Conference was to do
anything to show the students the way to become fearless
nation-builders. It is a matter of no small credit to Sindh that
it is supplying so many institutions with brilliant professors,
but more is always expected from those who give much. And
I, who have every reason to be grateful to Sindhi friends for
giving me fine co-workers for the Gujarat Vidyapith, am not
going to be satisfied with getting professors and khadi workers,
Sindh has got its Sadhu Vaswani. It can boast of a number of
great reformers. But the students will put themselves in the
wrong, if they will be contented with appropriation of the merit
gained by the sadhus and reformers of Sindh. They have got
to become nation-builders. The base imitation of the West, the
ability to speak and write correct and polished English, will